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Transcript of Reagan News Conference on the MX 


Following If a transcript of President Reagan's news conference at the 
White House yesterday on the MX missile, as recorded by The New York 
Titties: ■ ' . f - ' 


OPEI|IN0 STATEMENT » 

I have a statement h€re first, I just gress oh the basing mode, but the need 
wanted to say a word about the impor- for the missile itself has long been ap- 
tance of the defense issue in die clos- parent. Both Presidents Ford and 
ing days of this Congressional session. Carter before me have vigorously 
It’s vital that we. in government argued that the country needs this 
demonstrate to friends and potential new system. . 
foes: alike that the United States is' Later today, I’m meeting with our 
, determined to retain a creditable, re- arms negotiator Ed Rowney, and I’m 
main a credible force for peace in the sure that his message will be the same 
world. . .if. . ! ad In the past: A vote against MX pro* 

Thefe Are several critical decisions duction today is a vote against arms 


[ now facing the’Senate, including their control tomorrow. 



, But none is more critical than their couple of headlines that I came across ’ 
vote, on the production of the Peace- earner this week after the House 
keeper missile. Frankfy, I wks dis- .voted. One said, “Soviets Voice Satis- 
turbed by the debate in the' House factiOn on MX Rejection;” the other 
earlier this week because of the confu- read, "Soviets Cheer House for Re- 
sion over what the vote meapt. The jecting MX .Missile Appropriation,” 
key vote m the House, and noW in the Well, if. the Soviets are so please, per* 
Senate, is over money for production haps we should be a little more con- 
of the missile, not for the basing ceroed. , 
mode. And I believe it’s absolutely es- I can tell you that I’m vitally con- 
septial to a strong, secure defense that e'erned about this matter, and I urge 
we vote now on funds for that missile, the Senate to stand together and as- 
Then: next year, as we have more sure adequate funds for the Peace- 



the best way to base the missile, . And now I just have a faint suspl- 

I agree that more time is needed be- cion that you may have a few ques- 
fore we achieve a consensus in Con- tions. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


President Reagan at his news conference yesterday in the Oval Office, 


Ready to Compromised 


Q. Are you ready to go back to the 
drawing board on the -dense pack?" 
you do sound like you are maybe will- 
ing to compromise on the whple ques- 

> A. Well* in the selection ofVbasing 
mode there was long study, and there 
was long consideration of any number 
. ‘ ol proposals,. Now any proposal for, 
basing faces a time in which thp other 
side is going to create a vulnerability 
of this system. This one did finally 


that there was scientific evidence, and 
from pretty reputable people, given 
that it presented an obstacle to an 
enemy attempting to zero in with mi- 
clear weapons to destroy our missiles 
that, what was was called “fratri- 
cide,” that they would have tocome in 
in such proximity that the first explo- 
sion would render the incoming ones 
harmless and thus, where you might 
lose one or two missiles, you would 


lutely. Well, it wasn’t a bad idea,' as is 
evidenced by the fact that two of the ' 
three Chiefs of Staff, that was the 
thing that they advocated. But they 
did all agree that since we couldn’t use 
that system, that they would support 
whatever decision I made. 


tic missile system, land-based sys- 
tem, than we had 20 years ago. And 
the Soviets, in the meantime, are now 
pipductog their fifth generation of 
missiles. They have improved in ac- 
curacy, they’ve improved in MIR- 
Ving, they’ve improved in the m6ga- 


Influence in Congress ‘ 


first, and in all my conversations with 
the Congress and the debate up there, 
I said that there’s a time element in. 
■ volved herd in which yes, if there is 
more debate needed and if t$e Con- 
gress wants to debate and discuss and 
see if there are possible other options 
that could conceivably be improve* 


And there’s a great deal of confi- 
dence, and a great many scientists, 
that this is true. But it also lends itself, 
down the line aways, it lends itself to 
future defense without violating the 
ABM treaty, and that has been a dis- 
honest statement, that it violates that 
treaty.- It also lends itself to further 
deception, the possibility of additional 
silos, and leaving some question to an 
enemy as to which ones had missiles 
in them. 


All this bill entailed is, money to start 
. production of the missile. j 

And yet, unfairly, the opponents, or 
the proponents of that amendment in 
the House, made the entire debate not 
on whether we need the mjssilqbuf on 
the basing mode. And this was unfair, ' 
and it was lacking a little in honesty to 
do that. And I think that the message 
that pame out was that they were op- . 

. posed to the basing mode. 


Flexible on Rasing Plan? 


Welcomes Further Debate! 


; Q. Mr, President; aren’t you waver* 


that you’re backing the MX but you’re 
not specifically backing the “dense 
pack”, basing system? That that’s 
flexible? , 

A. I’m saying that, in answer to the . 
demand of the Congress that we come 
forth with a basing mode, we came up 
with the best one m all the discussion 
and all the alternatives that have been 
presented and met their deadline for 
presenting such a system; At the same* 
tifoe, I said to submitting this, that the 
Congress has not had time to debate 
that particular basing mode and there 


Q. Mr. President, how was this 
overwhelming rejection of a missile 
that you’re, saying is so essential 
does it concern you now that you have 
perhaps lost your ability to have your 
way with Congress, to work your will 
with Congress? ; 

A. Well, I never went to bed every 
night with great confidence that 1 
could work my will with Congress., 
They're a stubborn bunch, and you 
ride ’em the best you can. No, I would 
like to call to your attention, that from 
the very first I have never gotten all 
that I asked for. I didn’t get the tax 
program that I asked for, and 1 think 
that had I gotten it, we might find less 
of a recession today. I never got all the 
cuts that I asked for to spending. But 1 
accepted what I could get and said, 
"We’ll come.back again and try again 
for more the. next time around,! ’ 


must Took to see whether, well-inten- 
tioned though it may be, this move- 
ment might be carrying water that 
they’re not aware of, for another pur-' 


Incidentally, the first man who pro- 
posed the nuclear freeze was to Feb. 
21, 1981, in Moscow, Leonid Brezhnev. 
Thank you, Mr. President. 


Time to Stop Being Nice? 


Q. What’s that "No More Mr. Nice 
Guy’ r bn your desk? 

A. That was a gift. You know, some, 
people just think, that I’ve got to stop* 
being so nice to all of you. i 

Q. Will you hold it up for the cam- 
eras? ’* 7 

A. It was a gift. I find that it helps a 
little with some of the memos that I 
scratch out, 7^ 

Thank you, Mr. President. 


An Eternal Optimist 


Q. Are you fearful that you’re now 
going to start to get an awful lot less? 

A. You know me, I’m an eternal op- 
timist;' - . . . -7 ..... 


Facing Tough Fight 


Nuclear Freeze arid Soviet 
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spent months trying to rind, and gone 
over, months — there have been has- • 
ing modes suggested before we everi 
' came here, and there was great de- 
bate over those, and my own opposi-' 
tion to one that had been proposed. 
But. when, you’ve spent that much 
time, and the Congress, on the other 
hand, has not been engaged in the de- 
bate on that — I made it plain from the 
first that we were asking for money to 
start production of the missile and 
that I would welcome further discus- 
sion and debate on the basing mode; i 
That’s not as if — we made a deci- 
sion in answer to a demand of the Con- 
gress. They demanded that we foake a 
recommendation of a basing mode. SO 
we chose the best one of all those that 
had been proposed. . 


forward with the missile. At the same 
time, we’re perfectly willing to sit 
down with them and debate and dis- 
cuss and see if there are other alterna- 
tives. - -j 


Q. Mr. President, sir, you men- 
tioned earlier that the MX vote was . 
good news in the Kremlin, Do you ac- 


A. Let me be perfectly honest with 
you. I have no doubt that we’re faced 
_ with a tough fight, Apd we're going to 
wage that fight. But no, I couldn’t sit 
here and say, well, this is going to be a 
breeze. And again, I think the diffi- 
culty is making' them consider the 
need for the missile and recognize 
that they can have, they can voice 
their considerations in debate with re- 


Question of Deadline 


Q. Was there undue pressure upon 
you to make a decision by this dead- 

. A. This is what had been — the deal 
had been made with the Congress, this 
is what they asked for, and I met the 
deadline. 7 v 


A. There have been several rather 
well-documented articles that have 
appeared in print with regard to, let us 
say then, “participation” in the peace 
movement by the Soviets. We know 
that the originating organization of 
that was the World Peace Council, 
" which is a Soviet organization sup- 


gument that I’ve heard against it has 
to do with the basing mode, I’ve — I 
don’t recall, I didn’t hear all the de- 
bate inthe House, but I heard very few 


Position ol Joint Chiefs 


Senate Action Ahead 


Q, Are you concerned that "dense 

t ack” is going to be defeated in the 
enate as it was in the House? Is that 
why you’re trying to de-emphasize 
“dense pack”? 

A. I tried to de-emphasize it in the 
House. 


Q, But, Mr. President, if this “dense 
pack” setup is so good, in your estima- 
tion, why did the Joint Chiefs vote 3 to . 
2 against it? And why did you move 
against their decision on this? I mean, 
these are supposedly the military ex- 
perts of the country. 

A. Because, except for one, the 
others favored the one thing that we 
had first proposed to Congress and the 
Congress refused to accept, which 


Issue of Budget Deficit 


off the assembly line in Minuteman 
silos? Arid Congress refused that abso- 


can tell you that I have made inquiry 
» on some of the articles that have ap. 
peared and asked for an analysis of 
whether they were factual or not. And 
the reports that I have received back 
was that, with here and there an ex- 
ception for journalistic exaggeration, 
they did check out. I say again that the 
millions of people who are supportive 
of that movement I’m sure are sincere 
and well-intentioned. And from that 
. standpoint we share the same goals. I 
think that a freeze would be just fine if 
we can get down first to equality be- 
tween the two countries. 

But this country today, we have less 
megatonnage, less force in our ballis-' 


plaining that the missile was unneces- 
sary- ■ , , - 

Q. Except for the expense, the cost 
of the missile. 

A. Oh, well, the greatest way’ that 
we’re going to save money on defense 
is getting the Soviet Union to join us in 
arms reduction. That will be a legiti- 
mate savings and greater, and this 
works against this. This is very obvi- 
ousiy a detriment to our negotiators. 


Next News Session 


Q. When are we going to see Vou , 
again? Will we see vou more often? 

A. Yes. . , 

' Q. News conference? J 

; 'A. Well, that, or I think that more 
things' of this kind in between so that 
you don’t have so much time to think 
of ammunition. ■ 


Q, Sir, are you apprehensive that up 
f on Capitol Hill that the MX might be* 
come not just a symbol of defense but 
a symbol of deficit? If you’ve to cut 
somewhere, this might be it. i 


Reagan Is Willing to Reconsider MX Basing Plan 


| paign'and continue to say, the first re- 
J sponsibility of the Federal Govern. 
} foent is the security and the freedom 
of thq people of this country, And if it 
cornel down, to a choice in 4 deficit 
period of this kind, of deficit or na- 


Contlnued From Page 1 


have to come down on the side of na- 
tional security. And the Congress 
should also, And the drumbeat, the 
.constant drumbeat, with which I’m 
sure many of you are fatoiliar, about 


ing at this time, ignores the fact that 
the percentage of the budget that is 
devoted to defense even? in this at- 
tempt to. rectify the errors of years 
past is a smaller percentage than has 
been customary in times past for de- 
fense spending. It normally has been 
about a half of the budget ; it is down to 
about a fourth of the budget. 


; Possibility of Reversal 


Q. Mr. President, assuming the Sen- 
ate does go with the production funds, 
do you have any reason to believe the 
House conferees will reverse their 
own body’s action, in the conference? 
Will they go along, with it in a confer- 
ence report? ' v' 

A- Well, there’s always that oppof- 
1 tunity. You have a second go at it. 


Jfctu jlork Sirncs 


Basing Plan Defended 


,Q. Mr. President, there’s such con- 
fusion about “dense pack." Can you 
explain why it’s the best system, and 
how it would work? 

A. Well, it was the best system in 


tight 20-square-mile area. That ap- 
proach, designed to confine an attack of 
Soviet missiles to a single, self-destruc- 
tive barrage, has touched off doubt and 
criticism both in Congress and among 
the Government’s military experts. 

The president indicated a willingness 
to cotopromise on the basing contro- 
versy to head off Senate rejection of the 
missile’s production* a defeat’ that 
would be especially damaging since his 
fellow Republicans control that cham- 
ber. - 

He argued that production could go 
forward before another round in what 
has been years of technical debate in 
several Administrations over how to 
base the MX, which stands for missile 
experimental. Critics insist the two 
questions cannot be separated. 

While his opening remarks empha- 
sized a spirit of compromise, Mr. Rea- j 
gan also indicated, in response to ques- 
tions, his continuing displeasure with 
groups seeking a. freeze in nuclear 
.weapons. He suggested that they might 
be unintentionally “canying water” for 
the Russians and said that “the first 
man who proposed the nuclear freeze 
w.as to Feb. 21, 1981, to Moscow, Leonid 
Brezhnev." 

Mr. Reagan summoned reporters at 


support would be crucial to any fom- sile ” ’ 

production funds while exolicitlv “fenc. 1?® proposal, the President noted that 

amon?variot%^iStL7l triS?o „ 

. The issue is politically complicated, ofthep^m 126 * “ ^ House> ” he said 

Ztu7ge?pie h s e SffiS „ At tEe same time, he said there was - 

Cities to • a ^ deai ° f ^>8*. 

‘Constant Drumbeat’ of Criticsm .“Because, except for one, the others *' 
The President complained at the favored the one thing that we had first : 
news conference about the -“constant proposed to Congress <tod the Congress . 
drumbeat about supposedly excessive refused to accept, which was placing 1 
defense spending. ’ ’ He argued that his “? e missiles as “ey came off the assem- - 
five-year, $1,600 billion plan was only an bl y[“ie in Minuteman silos.” , i 
attempt to restore military spending to T* 10 Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, . 
its traditional share of the budget. Gen. John W . Vessey Jr.*, said to an in-' 1 

T„ wcU— 1 X - fervi'eiw tndav that hia 


In seeking to recover from ufe House terYiew today that his first impression 
defeat on the MX, Mr. Reagan sought UP ot thd closely spaced basing plan was 
draw a greater distinction between the ne 8 ativ e because it violated military 
basing question and the missile itself, principles against bunching potential 


He accused House opponents of deliber- targets. He later endorsed it, he said, 
ately muddying this distinction, to re- o^aose it would generate “uncertain- 
jecting a proposal for $988 million to ty ’ among Soviet generals. 

produce the first five missiles.' 7 ' ' , 

“This was unfair," the President 

said, “and it was lacking a little in hon- Conciliatory,’ Rollings Says 


his advisers conferred at the White 
House with key Republican and Demo- 
cratic senators, including Senator. 
Henry M. Jackson, the Democrat whose 


sage that came out was that they were Senator Ernest F. Hollings, Democrat- ‘ 
opposed fo the basing mode. ' of South Carolina, a leader of MX oppo- 
“I believe it’s absolutely essential tq nents to the Senate, praised the Presi- 
a strong, secure defense that we vote dent’s statements as “conciliatory” but 
now on the funds for that missile,” Mr, predicted approval of his own resolu- ' 
Reagan said. “Then next year, as we tion, which would link MX production 
nave more time, I welcome a vigorous funds to Congressional approval of a 
debate on the best way to base the mis- basing plan. , 1 , 
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[President Says Freeze Proponents 
May Unwittingly Aid the Russians 


By JUDITH MILLER 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 10 — President 
Reagan said today that well-intentioned 
proponents of a nuclear weapons freeze 
might unwittingly ba.“ranying water" 
for the Spviet Union or aiding it. 

“ I say again that the tnilliop3 of peo- 
ple who are supportive of that move- 
ment, l’m sure, are sincere and well-in- 
tentioned and from, that standpoint that 
we share tn.e same goals,” Mr. Reagan 
said at a news conference in the Oval 
Office. , 

, "All I’m saying is that One must look 
to see whether, well-intentioned though 
it may be, this movement might be car- 
rying water that they're not aware of 
for another purpose,” the President 
added. “Incidentally, the first man who 


1981, in Moscow, Leonid Brezhnev.’ 

As the President spoke, the National 
Conference of State LegisIatures voted 
here to support a nuclear freeze resolu- 
tion. By a 29-to-S vote, the group called 
on Mr. Reagan to move immediately to 
negotiate a mutual nuclear freeze 
agreement with the Soviet Union and to 
spend money that would be saved on . 
new weapons on needy Americana ancr 
state and local governments. Repre- 
sentatives of some states abstained 
from the voting and others were not 


Soviet Influence in Movement 


Mr. Reagan’s 1 latest remarks about 
the movement, whose advocates call 
for a freeze by the, Soviet Union and the 
United States in the testing, production 
ancj deployment of nuclear weapons, 
prompted Another round of vigorous 
protests from arms control advocates. 
Mr. Reagan was responding to a 
aestlpn about a report issued Thurs- 
ay on hearings last July before the 
House Select Committee on Intelli* 
s. . The hearings, which focused on 
:t “actiye measures,” or clandes- 
tine efforts to influence foreign events 
and public opinion, produced some evi- 
dence that Soviet agents have been in- 
volved’ in the American freeze move 


DOCTOR CONFIRMS 
EXCESS OF CYANIDE 


_ient: But Representative Edward P. 
Boland, the Massachusetts Democrat 
who is chairman of the panel, said that 
based on the material, he had concluded 
that “Soviet agents have had no signifi- 
cant influence in the nuclear freeze 


Edward J. O’Mally, Assistant Direc- 
tor of Intelligence for the Federal Bu- 


panei last fall 

groups were “actively involved in the 
planning and implementation of the 
June 12 demonstration in New York,” 
which attracted more than 500,000 peo- 
ple, “I would not attribute the large 
turnout , at this demonstration” to ef- 
forts by these groups. 

In its formal assessment, the F 

concluded, “We do pot see Soviet active 
measures in the United States as having 
a significant impact on U.S, decision 
makers.” 

President Cites ‘Manipulation* 

Mr,- Reagan said last October that 
foreign agents were “manipulating” 


ference last month, he reiter- 
ated this assertion and said there was 
“plenty of evidence” of foreign involve- 
ment in the freeze movement. 

Mr. Reagan did not repeat today his 
previqus statement that freeze advo- 
“ i were being manipulated by for- 
_ agents. Rather, he cited several 
“rather, well-documented articles that 
have appeared in print with regard to, 
let \4 say then, participation in the 
peace move by the Soviets.” 

He then added, “We know that the 
originator — the originating organiza- 
tion Qf that was the World Peace Coun- 
cil, which is a Soviet organization sup- 
ported by and maintained by them.” 

‘As American as Apple Pie* 
Reyven McCornack, Washington rep- 
resentative of the Nuclear Weapons 
Campaign, the St. Louis-based 
iting committee for freeze 


groups throughout the country, termed 
the President’s remarks “off the wall.” 


Victim's Husband Says Testing 
of Capsules Was Delayed 


Special to The New York Time* 

. ' SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 10 — The 
doctor treating a San Jose woman be- 


cyanide-laced. capsules 

formed the police today that tests had 
confirmed she had 10 times the accept- 
able level of cyanide in her body when 
she was admitted for treatment. 

Meanwhile, the woman’s husband, 
Richard Bowen, told The San Jose Mer- 
cury that he had sought help and had 
been rebuffed by 10 public agencies and 
private laboratories when he suspected 


said that Mr, Bowen had given, 
eni to the authorities. He', 


oseph D. 

Sari Jose said thr” 

a full statehlent 

first offered, then later declined to take, 
a polygraph te?t today. , 

Mr. Bowen’s wife, Susan, a 30-year- 
old mother of two, became ill Nov. 28 
and was taken to Good Samaritan' Hos- 


:qdasa stroke victim, but this week 
doctors began to Suspect poisoning. 

Dr. John Smith, the cardiologist who 
confirmed the presence of cyanide in 
Mrs. Bowen’s body, offered no further 
details about the case; 

Some Brain Damage Reported 
Mrs. Bowen has been pronounced 
ready to be discharged, but she wifi 
need therapy for "residual brain stem 
damage,” which has created difficulty 
in speaking and swallowing. i ' • 

In the newspaper interview, Mr. 
owen, 29, a district manager in the 
newspaper’s circulation department, 
said hepurchased the capsules at a 
Long’s Drugstore near his home Nov. 
24. He said he became suspicious when 
hospital tests showed an unidentified 
drug in his wife's blood and urine. 

He said he noticed a strong odor from ! 
the capsules and began trying to get 
them. ' j 

However, he told . The Mercury, ! 
Everyone kissed it off. I’m more frus- 
trated at the system than anything 
else.” 

Record of Call to Police 
Chief McNamara said* that a review 
of tape recordings of Calls to the police 
confirmed that Mr, Bowen called at 6 
P.M. Nov. 27 seeking an immediate 
analysis of the capsules. He was re- 
ferred to two agencies but replied that 
they had failed to offer him help. 

Chief McNamara said the procedure 


As apple pie;” Mr. McCornack re- 
sponded. ' ' ^ 

He said the freeze was originally pro- 
jsed not by Mr, Brezhnev but by Sena- 
•r Mark 0. Hatfield, Republican of 
Oregon, In a proposed amendment to 
the' second strategic arms limitation 


. “ye have tried to use the democratic 
process to its utmost,” he added, “and 
approval of our proposal in referen- 
thrpughout the country shows 


that the majority of Americans 
>t.’.’ Voters approved 


supj^ori 


le ballots in 


this corn 

freere referendums In’eight of 
stabs that had the issue on the balli 
November. 

Mr. McCornack said that he did not 
know anything about the World Peace 
Council. “They are not associated with 
our organization,” he said. 



CHATEAU SIMARD ' 1976 
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oinwd $ popularity continues to grow. . . upon tasting this wine you will 
understand why. 1 
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1366 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10028 

Between East 95 and East 98 ' , i 
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Arthur pant 

Skirt, Blouse- 


I00°o Wool 
Shetland 

CLASSIC BLAZERS 


Men’s All Wool , 
Imported Tweed 


. SPORT JACKETS 


Comp, Vriiue; - 
Factory Price: $129 


100% Cotton 
Pleated Sc 
Detailed 


1 100% Cotton 
| Men’s Dress 
& Sport 


'Comp. Value: $225 

- Factory Price: § 


BLOUSES SHIRTS 


Comp. Value: $65 


Comp. Value $45. 


to wait until medical authorities cort- 


tion. He said His department' woulc 

begin filling out . a report on each sus- 
pected poisoning, , 

Chain dj-ugstort? in the Sail Fran-, 
cisco Bay area have removed ail Maxi- 
mum Strength Anacin-3 ' from, their 
shelves. 


Tederal Food and Drug 

Admimstration office here, said that 


tests so far had been negatj' ^ 

' ' a stores yithin a 


>les of capsules from , 

ive-mile radius of the store, where Mr. 
Bowen purchased his.bottle. 


The spokesman said the agency’s 
‘ * “ *■ ' ‘ sf a rail 


Manufacturer’s Stock Rises 


In trading yesterday on the New York 
Stock Exchange, prices rose for shares 
of the American Home Products Com- 
pany, which makes Anacin. The stock 
rose 2% points, closing at 4414. - ! 


Winin' n-> 

100 ’., Wool 

CLASSIC 
TWEED 
- SUITS 


H I00"„ 

All Wool 

SUITS 


Comp Vaiuei $3ZS 
I Jt lore Frit «* $179 ! 


( omp Value Jj 
Fat lotv Prtt c: 


Buvin‘j Pcsitjner Clothing Direct f rom The Manufacturer 




American Express' 
Visa, Master Charge 


[Open Sunday ) 


Mon- Frl. 9 .to 8; Sat to .6 Sun il to 5 
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